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Is a county social host ordinance enforceable in cities? 

CONTEXT 

Thirty-one counties and 129 cities in Minnesota have passed a social host ordinance. These ordinances hold 

individuals (social hosts) criminally responsible for knowingly providing a place for underage alcohol consumption to 

occur.  

Cities and counties in Minnesota have passed these ordinances individually in order to ensure the policies are 

enforceable across geographic areas.  

ASK MPRC RESPONSE 

Most county social host ordinances are not enforceable within cities. Creating a county ordinance which 

would be enforceable within cities requires consideration of the following: 

1) Enforcement: Are all peace officers able to enforce this policy? 

a. Several county and city social host ordinances are enforceable by any peace officer. 

b. See Meeker County’s ordinance, Scott County’s ordinance, or Otter Tail County’s ordinance. 

 

2) Jurisdiction: Where does the policy apply?  

This appears to be the more challenging issue. 

a. The county ordinances MPRC found did not outline jurisdiction. 

b. MPRC was able to find one city which does outline jurisdiction. The ordinance applies to the 

incorporated areas of the city. See ordinance for Northfield.  

c. Many cities do not outline jurisdiction specifically. 

 

3) City/County cooperation or agreement 

The previous two issues likely hinge on the rules and agreements between these municipalities. Questions 

to consider are: 

a. Will cities have their police officers enforce a county ordinance? 

b. Will a county violation be able to be prosecuted if the crime occurred within city limits? 

Each county and city are different, so it would be wise to consult with city and county law enforcement and legal 

staff on the above items for your local municipalities. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

“The authority to permit and regulate the sale & consumption of liquor within a city commonly rests with the city 

council, since they are the licensing authorities. A social host ordinance is enforceable within incorporated areas 

only if the cities adopt an ordinance. The County Attorney’s Office should be the primary source to obtain an official 

opinion on this issue.” 
Source: Substance Use in Minnesota, http://docs.sumn.org/SocialHostOrdinancesFAQ.pdf  

 

The Minnesota Prevention Resource Center (MPRC) works to enhance the capacity of substance abuse prevention 
professionals in Minnesota. MPRC often receives research questions and prepares in-depth answers.  Many of these 

questions, such as the one found above, deserve to be shared widely and are published as part of this series. 
Do you have a question for MPRC? Email info@mprc.org or call 651-646-3005. 
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